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The Wonders of Reaching out to                                                                                       

Our Brothers and Sisters! 

 

A Very Special Holy Jubilee of Mercy for our Spiritual Family 

During the Jubilee Year of Mercy the lay members of the Spiritual Family of the 

Misericordia Sisters sent a letter to Pope Francis. The intent was to allow him to discover 

and bless their mission of the corporal and spiritual works of Mercy, as they “walk with 

and support the single-mother and mothers living a difficult, distressful pregnancy and 

motherhood while taking into consideration her child and those close to her.”  The Sisters 

joyfully and enthusiastically encouraged the International Misericordia Family to go 

forward with their initiative and to send the letter to the Pope.  

 

We were filled with joy when we received a letter of response from the Vatican on April 

25 saying: The Holy Father invites you, along with the Sisters of the Congregation and 

the members of the International Misericordia Family to contemplate in Jesus, the 

mystery of mercy, source of joy, serenity and peace, so that you may transmit mercy that 

will touch the hearts of all people and inspire them once more to discover the road that 

leads to the Father.
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A Blessing from Pope Francis 

In this letter, Pope Francis bestows his most heartfelt blessings upon the International 

Misericordia Family, Sisters, lay persons and all those to whom they are sent, especially 

those experiencing difficulties and suffering.  

This response received from the Pope, at this crucial moment of the history of the 

Community of the Misericordia Sisters and of the International Misericordia Family, was 

a gift that holds great meaning. The laity committed in this Spiritual Family are preparing 

to become the heirs of the founding charism of the Community so they can faithfully 

pursue and accurately transmit it to future generations.  
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1
 Letter from the Vatican sent to Reverend Mother Sr. Monique Lallier, Superior General, and signed by 

Msgr Paolo Borgia, Assessor. 

 

Denise Tessier 
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The Annual Gathering of the International Misericordia Family   

Last October the Annual Gathering of the International Misericordia Family was held in 

Chateauguay, Québec. The three day meeting, that brought together the delegates and 

leaders of the different organizations that make up the International Family, was an 

opportunity for the participants to come together and identify the major challenges the 

Spiritual Family will have to deal with in the near future. 

A number of presentations, testimonials and lectures helped the participants come to a 

better understanding of the charism of the Misericordia Sisters founded on the three 

components of spirituality, mission and community life, so that we never lose sight of the 

specificity of the charism that distinguishes and characterizes this Spiritual Family.  

It also was an opportunity to return to our origins and be replenished with the richness of 

this spiritual treasure. We continue to be called to remain faithful to our specific ministry 

that has its own history and identity, a tradition that has been the bearer of a divine 

project for more than 170 years and is called to continue for many more.  

Those engaged in the Family are conscious that they are walking on a path that was 

fashioned by the Sisters and their Foundress, Rosalie Cadron-Jetté. These women lived 

and continue to live their discipleship with outstanding courageous zeal. We all 

understand that by saying yes to the spiritual legacy of a religious community we say yes 

to its spiritual and missionary history in the Church and in society. 

 

A Very Special Missioning  

The theme of this RCJC Newsletter is “let us go to our suffering brothers and sisters.” 

Needless to say, this movement toward our neighbor has its own particular nuance for the 

Family: 

To be clothed with the heartfelt Mercy of God, to walk with the mother living a 

stressful situation, to walk with her humanly and spiritually, love her unconditionally 

in her pregnancy and/or maternity, love her child and those close to her, so that she 

can be strengthened, developed and grown as a woman and mother. Whatever the 

mother received during her time with us where she could feel at home, she will take it 

with her and transmit it to her child by creating a loving and secure family 

environment conducive to helping the child grow in self-trust and become an 

accomplished adult. 

  
The mission therefore is one that is imbued with a specific family fragrance where the 

woman is educated into her role as mother and as heart of the family. It is based on a 

spirituality of “caring” for the maternal woundedness of these women left to fend for 

themselves, abandoned and without hope. The professionals who journey with them, the 
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members of the staff and the volunteers are all called to emanate the spiritual values of 

the founding charism. Each and every one of is asked to open our hearts to the mothers in 

difficult situations, her children and those close to her, and to do so with utter respect and  

unconditional love.  

 

A Misericordia Mission that Attracts Numerous Lay Persons. 

It is important we remember that many lay members and groups of the International 

Misericordia Family attracted by the life-giving spirituality of the founding charism are 

also called by the Holy Father to reach out to our brothers and sisters in need. We have 

institutions that were founded by the Misericordia Sisters to be Maternities. These 

continue to be places where we live the spiritual values of the charism of the Misericordia 

Sisters by offering compassionate care to those rendered fragile because of illness. We 

also have Christian men and women who adhere to the different spiritual groups 

belonging to the Family because it allows them to discover, share, experience and radiate 

God’s Mercy where they live and work. 

We want to leave you with the words of the Misericordia Sisters: ‘‘We were never alone 

in our Misericordia helping relationship, God was always with us, working through us 

and in the other person to open the slightest crack that would eventually become a source 

of Life.’’  

 

 

 


